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Tsakatsa basks in Paris
Fashion Week debut glory

WARD-
WINNING
fashion
designer
Ishmael Tsakatsa,
29, pictured, the
man behind the
Zargue’sia label, won
acclaim on his debut
participation in the
Flying Solo Show at
the Paris Fashion
Week at the end of
last month.

Zargue’sia’s debut
appearance at one
of the world’s most
prominent fashion
weeks was widely
covered by interna-
tional media such as
Forbes.

Tsakatsa, who
interestingly studied
physiotherapy at the
University of Zimba-
bwe, was selected to
take part in the Paris
Fashion Week by Fa-
busse, an international
fashion brand market-
ing agency, whose rep-
resentative in Africa is
Zimbabwean creative
director, Victoria Sam-
ushonga.

Tsakatsa recently
spoke to the Daily
News’s Dakarai
Mashava on his
highly-acclaimed par-
ticipation in the Paris
Fashion Week.

Below are excerpts
of the interview:

Q: How did it feel
representing Zimba-
bwe at Paris Fashion
Week?

A: It felt surreal;
it was a privilege and
an honour to represent
Zimbabwe.

Q: How long did
you prepare for such
a big event?

A: It took well over
11 months up until the
final showcase on the
runway.

Q: Can you tell
us more about the
collection you show-
cased in Paris?

A: It was a wom-
en’s wear collection
for Spring/Summer
2022 named Stones of
Fire. It was inspired
by the innate human
ability to pursue pur-
pose with courage and
determination regard-
less of the challenges
or obstacles faced.

It featured light
fabrics such as printed
silk satin in earth
tones and contested by
neutral off whites. The
collection pieces are
sophisticated, elegant
and dramatic as well
made for the bold
woman who loves to
make a statement.

Q: Who made it
possible for you to
represent Zimbabwe
at the Paris Fashion
Week and what kind
of support did they
give you?

A: Fabusse, an
international fash-
ion brand marketing
agency, scouted me
as an emerging Afri-
can brand. They as-
sisted in consultancy,
planning and logistics
for the show.

Fabusse first
identified me at a
workshop in Zimba-
bwe where they had
the opportunity to
meet many Zimbabwe-
an fashion designers.
They started observing
my work and followed
me through for a year
before committing to
work with me.

In 2020, I had the
opportunity to feature
at Botswana Fashion
without Borders. Early
this year, Fabusse
then asked me if I
was ready to feature
on bigger platforms
and that is when the
opportunity to feature
in Paris came about.
Special mention goes
to Zodwa Mkandla,
the chief executive
officer of Traverze
Travel who sponsored
my air travel.

Q: Did you secure
any deals in Paris?

A: Without a doubt,
yes I did.

Q: Can you share
with us the details of
the deals?

A: I can’t share
details on the deals. It
is a bit premature for
me to do so.

Q: What lessons
did you take away
from there?

A: The fashion
business is growing
very fast to become
one of the lead-
ing contributors to
economic growth and
development.

As African design-
ers we need to explore
and exploit opportuni-
ties beyond our bor-
ders in terms of busi-
ness expansion and
growth for our brands.
Our Zimbabwean
fashion sector needs
support and invest-
ment to help us build
sustainable brands that
best produce top-qual-
ity made-in-Zimbabwe
products for the inter-
national markets.

Q: Would it
be true to say the
Paris Fashion Week
represents your big-
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gest moment as a
designer?

A: Emphatically
yes!

Q: Any chance
of you taking
part at the other
Big Four fashion
shows?

A: T will defi-
nitely be showcas-
ing on other
platforms such as
Milan, New York
and London fash-
ion Shows.

A model dazzles in Ishmael Tsakatsa’s design at
Paris Fashion Week.
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